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it, but on the contrary drank more liberally than usual, and expressed
great kindness to Terentius; but about bedtime, pretending to go to
his repose, he stole away secretly out of the tent, and setting a guard
about his father, quietly expected the event. Terentius, when he
thought the proper time come, rose with his naked sword, and com-
ing to Pompey's bedside stabbed several strokes through the bed-
clothes, as if he were lying there. Immediately after this there was
a great uproar throughout all the camp, arising from the hatred
they bore to the general, and an universal movement of the soldiers
to revolt, all tearing down their tents and betaking themselves to
their arms. The general himself all this while durst not venture
out because of the tumult; but Pompey, going about in the midst of
them, besought them with tears; and at last threw himself prostrate
upon his face before the gate of the camp, and lay there in the pas-
sage at their feet shedding tears, and bidding those that were march-
ing off, if they would go, trample upon him. Upon which, none
could help going back again, and all, except eight hundred, either
through shame or compassion, repented, and were reconciled to the
general.
Immediately upon the death of Strabo, there was an action com-
menced against Pompey, as his heir, for that his father had embezzled
the public treasure. But Pompey, having traced the principal
thefts, charged them upon one Alexander, a freed slave of his father's
and proved before the judges that he had been the appropriates
But he himself was accused of having in his possession some hunt-
ing tackle, and books, that were taken at Asculum. To this he con-
fessed thus far, that he received them from his father when he took
Asculurn, but pleaded further, that he had lost them since, upon
Cinna's return to Rome, when his house was broken open and
plundered by China's guards. In this cause he had a great many
preparatory pleadings against his accuser, in which he showed an
activity and steadfastness beyond his years, and gained great reputa-
tion and favor, insomuch that Antistius, the prastor and judge of the
cause, took a great liking to him, and offered him his daughter in
marriage, having had some communications with his friends about it.
Pompey accepted the proposal, and they were privately contracted j
however, the secret was not so closely kept as to escape the multitude,
but it was, discernible enough, from the favor shown him by
Antistius in his cause. And at last, when Antistius pronounced the
absolutory sentence of the judges, the people, as if it had been upon
a signal given, made the acclamation used according to ancient
custom at marriages, Talasio. The origin of which custom is related
to be this. At the time when the daughters of the Sabines came
to Rome, to see the shows and sports there, and were violently
seized upon by the most distinguished and bravest of the Romans